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Many studies have addressed the issue of the emergence of common goods within the context of 

social and environmental crisis caused by the neoliberal model centered on utility and economic 

interest [1,2], More recently, the concept of common goods has been included in critical studies on 

capitalism [3, 4], in the field of feminist analyses [5] as well as in the sector of political and legal 

studies [6]. 

The theme has recently been extended to the educational field, starting from reflections on alternative 

educational models centered on the principle of relationality rather than usefulness. The important 

aspect is that education as a common good needs an "institutional space self-governed by co-

participants" to be realized [4: p.45; 7]. From this perspective, innovative practices of education as  

common good can represent a proposal to overcome the territorial and socio-cultural isolation of 

many communities. In these realities, schools often face multiple fragilities caused by youth 

migration, infrastructure deficits and services. These schools are at the center of a paradox: they 

represent the cultural, civil and economic hub of the community and at the same time they risk being 

closed or marginalized. In Italy this theme has emerged within the national strategy for internal areas, 

Although numerous studies have analysed this topic [8, 9], analyses on the school-community 

relationship and how spaces for experimenting innovative models based on the activation of co-

planning practices of educational processes are still little explored.  

The aim of the paper is to analyse the experience of schools located in internal Italian areas that 

implement models of education as common good in order to address the issue of community 

regeneration. In particular, we intend to analyze the case study of the I.C. “Padre Isaia Colombo”, 
located in small municipalities in the province of Benevento. 

The school carries out many initiatives that involve families and local actors; the "outdoor education" 

project was chosen because it allows us to analyze the process of sharing education on three 

interconnected levels: governance understood as participation of a multiplicity of actors oriented 

towards producing and administering this asset; the educational practices through which the processes 

of regeneration of community spaces are activated; the formation of a common habitus capable of 

generating social commitment. 

The analysis is based on a qualitative methodology using the focus group technique aimed at students 

and in-depth interviews to families, teachers, representatives of local actors and the school manager. 

The research developed through the following phases: description of the socioeconomic and 

demographic characteristics of the area; focus group and interviews; analysis and interpretation of 

results. 

From the results emerges the role of the school in establishing co-planning spaces through educational 

practices, such as reading books outdoors in contact with nature, carried out by students, parents and 

teachers. This allowed the regeneration of social ties by involving families who did not actively 

participate in community life. 
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Among the strong points we note the rich offer of educational activities but above all the 

demonstration that in the internal areas the school can be an innovation laboratory for experimenting 

with alternative educational models that represent a lever for regenerating communities. The 

weaknesses refer to a poor structuring of the experience of an organized governance model which at 

the moment does not allow its replicability. 

The results of the case study can be extended to carry out comparative research at national and 

international level among rural schools that experiment a model of education as common good and 

verify the effects of recovery and regeneration of the sense of community. 
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